LPG Meeting Summary Form: April 2007

Sr. Kitty opened the meeting at 7:05

The group accepted the minutes from the last meeting permanent record by general consensus

Leading the opening prayer: Father Hogan and Michael Borowski with group participation

** Congratulations to Sr. Kitty Hanley on her 50 years as a Sister of St Joseph.

Early Childhood: An Experienced Faith


Desired outcome of tonight’s meeting:

· What areas do we wish to strengthen/improve as we meet the needs of these children, their parents & families?

· What will this planning group, not individual parishes, develop to meet these needs?

· What can/will we do immediately to promote the faith formation of this age group?

· What are the preliminary recommendations we will bring to the Deanery and subsequently submit to Bishop Hubbard?

large Group Discussion:

What do we have in place to support the faith development of children and you for each grade level?  (For example, Catholic Schools, different models of faith formation, sacramental preparation programs, etc.) 

· Vacation Bible School

· Religious Education

· Faith Formation for ages Pre-k – High School 

· Prayer Service held by High School students with the younger children.

Some programs we currently offer our youth to teach them more about the catholic faith.  

· Youth ministry organized a Baby Shower for Birth-Rite

· Service hours encouraged as part of the Religious Ed. Programs

· Christmas Concerts 

· Pass on values and faith by actions (seeing is believing; and based on action;)

· Families working together; adopting a family in need; 

Small group discussion I

How do we reach out to the children of our parishes to make them feel like they are members of the parish? 

Group I (Ages 5-8)

· Recognizing our youth in the bulletin for special events outside of church

(ex. Birthday, graduation (high school, college or pre-k; school event; etc.) 

· Children’s involvement in liturgy (different age groups alternate responsibilities)

· Post photos of Religious Ed/Confirmation Class Classes within the vestibule of the church 

· Send birthday cards from the church; 

· Calling Children up to the alter during the “Our Father”

· Recognize the kids in church and make them feel special; 

Group II (Age 9-13)

· Recognizing our youth in the bulletin for special events outside of church

(ex. College Graduation; High School Graduation, Birthday, etc.) 

· Children’s involvement in liturgy (different age groups alternate responsibilities)

· Post photos of Religious Ed/Confirmation Class within the vestibule of the church 

· Sending birthday cards from the church; 

· Recognize the kids in church and make them feel special; 

Group IIII (Age 14-18)

· Youth invited to be a part of the parish council and attend monthly

meetings

· Teens participating in the mass as Lectures 

· Recognize our youth in the bulletin for special events outside of church

(ex. College Graduation; High School Graduation, Birthday, etc.) 

· Post photos of and Religious Ed/Confirmation Class within the vestibule of the church 

· Sending birthday cards from the church
In light of our present culture and realities, what is needed to nurture the faith development of this age level and their families?  THINK BEYOND WHAT IS CURRENTLY IN PLACE. (Money is not an issue)
· Hire a paid youth coordinator to determine the interests and ideas of the young members of our church (youth) and implement programs for the parishes within our cluster

· Provide transportation for our youth to and from church

· Catholic Community Center (multi-media, music, activities, crafts, etc.) to be used by all parishes of the community 
Group I (Ages 5-8)

· Recreation Center Activities (cooking, swimming; activities; crafts)

· Big Brother, Big Sister Program

· Vacation Bible School  

Group II (Age 9-13)

· Have more Youth Ministry conferences for our adolescents

· Teens to attend retreats within our cluster parishes (weekend vs. single day retreats)

Group IIII (Age 14-18)

· Have more Youth Ministry conferences for our teens

· Tour catholic colleges

· Trip to Rome for our teens

· Send our teens to help in areas around the country where a natural disaster has struck. (ex: New Orleans for victims of Katrina) 

What do families with children of this age group need from the faith community?

· Create a fire of enthusiasm of the Catholic Faith among parents of all age groups. 

· Adapting and accommodating today’s family units (whether single parent families or divorced parent families) creating an atmosphere where both sides feel welcome, and can attend.

Small Group Discussion II

In light of what we have heard and from our experience discuss the following questions:

As the church community in this local area, what aspects of faith formation do we wish to strengthen/improve?

· We need to change the focus of our youth, from sports and outside activities to church being a main focus. 

· We need to get our youth to church

· We need to get our youth involved in the community through the church

· To reach out to the youth of our parishes and show them that it’s “cool” to be catholic, and be involved in church by giving them ideas and events to attend. 

· Organize a Sunday evening liturgy for the adolescents and teens based on the music, multimedia they like. 

What aspects are not currently met that we wish to add/develop

Age 5-8 yrs. 

· Community Services – visiting nursing homes, making crafts for shut-ins;
· Youth page of each parishes web-site 
· Interaction between our children and other less fortunate children.
(In a community center setting)

· Interaction between our children and mentally or physically handi-cap children. 

Age 9-12 yrs.
· Trips for our youth

· Youth page of each parishes web-site 
Age 13-18 yrs. 

· More community involvement with other youth groups

· More Weekend retreats

What will be our preliminary recommendations for the future?

Recommendations to bring forward:

All Ages:

Regional Community Center to be shared with all cluster parishes. Schedule game nights, music nights, activity night; for each age group.

Hold a Schenectady County Youth Rally –A full day event with music, scripture, crafts, activities, prayer & food, to be held in Freedom’s park downtown; Pastors to be involved in teaching different groups of kids throughout the day and end with a mass @ dusk with music by a local Christian Band.

………………………………………………….

Action Items; 

Thoughts for the next meeting:

Is there any ideas mentioned tonight that inspire me? That I can be excited about.   

………………………………………

Homework:  

Have a conversation with a couple of people – You are moving into a new city and parish – what do you hope to find?

The bishop comes along and asks a small group of people to form a new church 

What would you want?

Next month the focus is on Adults over 40

Next Meeting is May 8, 2007 @ St. Paul’s in the parish center located on Albany Street @ 7 PM –Parking is in the lot in back of the church – Entrance off Albany Street

Final Prayer lead by Father Hogan

Meeting Adjourned at 9:00 pm

Respectfully Submitted By:

Marie

Marie Borowski

Recorder for April Meeting 

St Joseph’s Church

