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Town Meeting Minutes:  November 7, 2006
Attendance:  42 parishioners

Opening Prayer – Father Isopo 
Welcoming/Introduction – Father Isopo – Facilitator:  Angela Marczewski

Called to be Church is a two year process.  Tonight we are here to generate ideas – general to specific.  Our topic:  What is the mission of the Church.


Seven area churches are part of our planning process:  St. Luke’s, St. Paul’s, St. Adalbert’s, Mt. Carmel, Immaculate Conception, Sacred Heart/ St. Columba, St. Joseph’s


Next Monday, October 30th, these seven churches will come together to review what was discussed at each town meeting. Next Town Meeting:  Tuesday, November 7, 2006, 7:00pm
In January, we will have a Leadership Committee consisting of 6 people who will attend 18 monthly meetings.  That group will come up with ideas and present it to Bishop Hubbard.

Before we can plan for the future…   we need to know where we are today. What is our mission in this city? In the world? 
What does it mean to be Christ for each other in our modern world?

· We have to be there for each other. We have to understand each other culturally.
· Sharing time, talent, and treasure

· Assist ministries

· Living Christian lifestyle thru own examples - serve others - Bring light to others
· Accept challenge

· Feed poor/hungry

· Understand where each person comes from … bring Christ to them… and receive Christ from them

· Prayer groups

· Mass attendance

· Give RCIA & Faith Formation support where needed

· Show care/compassion for others

· Be a welcoming spirit in our church and community

· Live the value you uphold - support each  other in this modern world

How do we presently fulfill the mission of Christ in our community?

· Caring and Compassion – all are welcome
· Support food pantry

· Current ministries need to be expanded and updated

· Music, altar serving. Faith formation… provide a sense of community for our parishioners … young and old … update altar servers
· Attracting people interested in our faith through RCIA, visitation ministry, communion service

· Keeping our school  building filled – with head start

· Parking lot is used for farmers market and park and ride

· Attend mass regularly, prayer chain

· Providing help to family, friends and neighbors – visitation ministry

· Our Church is a beacon for our neighborhood – We all need to be there as parishioners to serve each other.

· Ecumenical programs -  ie: summer lunch, VBS, Ecumenical bible study

What does a great parish community look like? (What gives life to your parish/what do you value about your parish?)

· It looks like its people, its volunteers and priest
· Coming together young/old

· Valued friendships

· Renovation of church thru contributions – hard but still there

· St. Luke’s - Welcoming – good feeling when contributing to Church
· Level of participation/acceptance of others

· Altar servers/maintenance of building – keeping it clean

· Parish is very diverse – many cultures, and age levels

· Time, talent, treasure

· Interest/care of our community - Voice for everyone around us
· Beautiful choir

· Need more young people involved

What part of our parish life must be absolutely maintained, sustained, and perhaps expanded…because it is at the heart of being church?

· Adult education 

· Opportunity for prayer

· Availability of sacraments

· Faith formation needs to be maintained – youth and adults

· Outreach is really important: St. Vincent DePaul, Food Pantry & Visitation there are many people who use and depend on services
· Bus line gives people the opportunity to attend church

· Access to facilities for public gatherings

· Keep Rosary Society and Holy Names

· Keep building

· Support clergy spiritually and monetarily

· Volunteer community
· Preach the Gospel

· Daily Mass

· Mass and Prayer Service at nursing home

· Communion services

· Need a priest

Take note:

· We are very involved in our community;  we need services to bring Christ to others

·  Our Church is only a building, Wherever you have people and Mass… it is the Church

How do we get people to know we are here tonight? How do we get them interested?

· Phone tree - Best way – Word of mouth
· Tell all what they missed tonight

· If you want input attend the next meeting

· Daily mass – remind parishioners of next town meeting

Prayer is a very important part of this process.

After each meeting, including meetings with other churches, we will be informed of responses. We will always know what is going on.  After each meeting we will have inserts in the bulletin and information on the web page.

