Called to Be Church

Local Planning Group Meeting : March 2007
 Planning Group:  St. Luke’s, St. Joseph’s, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Immaculate Conception, 
St. Paul’s and St. Adalbert’s, Sacred Heart/St. Columba)
Father Isopo opened the meeting at 7:00 PM reviewing last meeting.

The group accepted the minutes from the last meeting permanent record by general consensus.

Leading the opening prayer:  Fr. Hohenstein with group participation.
1.  What is available currently in our planning group for children from conception to age five?
· Toddlers- school age “tots” on wheels play group & Christian music “songs” – St. Paul’s.

· Pre – K Program – St. Adalbert’s

· St Lukes – Family room – Family can come with younger children while older siblings are in religious education class.

· Participation during the liturgy – St. Paul’s invite children up during the “Our Father” and blessing, bring up offertory gifts
 List the current program/s services we have for families with young children
· Family participation

· Baptism follow-up

· Cry room for children in the back of the church with a changing table.

· Food Pantry – Out-reach

· Children’s Christmas Party – Gifts &  Santa

· Family incentives (discounted prices for children) – family dinners, etc.
· Movie Night

· Giving Tree at Christmas
· Christ Society / Birthright Organizations
· Crib in back of church to place gifts for outreach to the community.
2. Unmet Needs:

Small Group Brainstorming Results:
Group I:
· Children’s Liturgy of the word - take children out sometime during the mass and explain the scripture – the child would receive a learning tool – coloring sheet etc. to take home with them.
· Story telling – Invite someone to tell bible stories

· At Home Moms (Mother’s Groups)  Meet at church or at a mothers house -  the children play and the mothers supported one another

· Vacation Bible School Nursery-Pre-K – while older children are participating in class.  Music program crondolate music – Sisters of St. Joseph

Group II:
· Have an activity for child in the pew – church appropriate, coloring sheet, etc.
· Organize social events, dinner dance on Sunday afternoon – Program for young families offering babysitting for younger children.

· Programs after mass to help parents develop parenting skills – and also provide something for the young children to do.

Group III:

· Offer Cry Room

· Baptism follow-up

· Have a special Liturgy at the end of the year for families who have had a child or family member baptized.

· Showing movies to younger children and involve the youth ministry with assistance for this activity.   (A suggestion was made to look into “Veggie Tails” for children which offer visual and interactive learning tools.)
Comment was made that church architects discourage cry rooms – children should be part of the celebration – It is suggested that unruly children are brought to the church gathering spaces.  A short discussion followed on cry rooms. (pros & cons)
Group IV:
· Encourage participation in the liturgy.
· Have a “Youth Activities Coordinator”.
· Offer literature for children.
· Encourage children to sit up front during the Liturgy.
Discussion:  Encourage children participation during the Liturgy such as at the sign of peace.

· All parishes do not have an abundance of small children, perhaps a coordinator position could be shared by a group of parishes.

· We need to bring back families to the church and to reach out to non practicing families.

· How do we pass on our traditions if they are not coming to church?  How do we introduce them to a life long faith formation process?
· What do we recommend for the future?
· With this age group you are actually reaching out to the parents.
· Older folks can bring the grandchildren.  
· Build a sense of community with the younger parents – How can we form that bond?
Group V:
· Family Crises intervention – Death, Sickness, Child Care provide meals, babysitting.

· Development of pre-school play groups

· Train babysitters in the highs school age group

· Story Hour For Children

Discussion:  Regarding the Vertus training and how this could limit participation of youth instructors or leaders.
Group VI:
· Nature of society today is how much can we get done in one day.

· Whatever we come up with should not become another job for the parents “make it simple”.

· Materials should be made available – computer programs etc.
· Separation of children from parents – lack of bonding- weekends are needed to do things that cannot be done during the week.

· When do the children graduate from the crying room???  Children should be participating in the Liturgy..

Discussion – A suggestion was made to have a children’s Liturgy of the word once a month with the adults – parents can also enjoy it, (usually more than the children they are also learning) -  Brings the community together  - the whole community benefits from this.

4.  Things that we can do immediately:

· Consider sub-committee for sacramental preparation & follow-up.
· Encourage families and children to participate in the liturgy.
· Provide Literature for children & families to take home.
· Age appropriate story for children.
· Development of  Baptismal Preparation and follow-up.
· Encourage families with young children to sit at the front of the church.
· Celebrant can highlight presence of the children, make them feel special.

5.  Things we can do in the future:

· Start a Mother’s group / play group. 

· Vacation Bible School.  Churches that are already involved share info with other churches in our group 

· Shared pre-school coordinator (volunteer).
· Family crisis intervention – the group of parishes should come up with a way for us to address this.

Going Forth with Hope:  See Above

· Next Meeting is April 17, 2007 – Hosted by St. Joseph’s to be held in St. Joseph’s church basement –best place to park:   parking lot on Lafayette St.

· Communication to parishes:  Doreen Wright will forward the minutes to the appropriate recipients.

· Fr. Urban passed out a statement an interesting observation.  (Listed below) 

· Final Prayer lead by Fr. Isopo 

· Meeting adjourned at 8:55PM
Respectfully Submitted;

Toni LaFond

Recorder for March Meeting

To: Local Planning Group
From: Rev. Carl A. Urban
Date: 03/01/07
Re: Interesting/pertinent observation
Below, please find an interesting/relevant comment by Cardinal Julian Herranz, who unti! February 15, 2006 was the President of the Pontifical Council for the Interpretation o1 Legislative Texts.
The quotation was found in Opus Dei, p. 258, by John L. Allen, Jr. Doubleday, 2005;
With the sociological variations in the contemporary world, things were less static than when the Code of 1917 was prepared, whose laws were based on an agricultural society.. .People now move from one place to another, change their home continually. They are obligated to go abroad for work, and so forth. One can see that pastoral care can't just be territorial but also personal.
(emphasis mine)
