Called to BE Church

LPG Meeting Summary Form: October 2007
“Prayer, an Expression of Our Faith and Communion with God”

Leading the opening prayer:  Fr. Hohenstein with group participation.
Sister Kitty opened the meeting at 7:00 PM reviewing last meeting.

A collage of photos that were taken at our last LPG meeting was shared by Doreen Wright and photos were made available to other parishes to display in their parish.
 What forms of prayer are done well in this LPG?
· Caring for the members of the community in need providing the sacraments, food, visitation etc.
· Prayer Services (other than Mass) during special times of the year such Lent & Advent.

· Prayer Groups

· Prayer Chain (on-line) as well as by Telephone 

· Adoration & Benediction – quiet prayer in the presence of God.

· Liturgy of the Hours (“Praying without ceasing”)

· Praying the rosary – Living Rosary – Daily Groups

· Special Feast Day Processions

· Triduum Prayer prior to Feast

· Novenas

· Prayers before meals, meetings etc.

· Retreats – spiritual exercises (rest an relaxation w/ God)

· Memorial Mass – Remembrance of those who died.

· Reminders to pray – such as bulletin inserts (Pray for Priests Calendar as an example)
· Diocesan wide prayer such as “Renew” – some original groups are still together.

· Spirit of Love Charismatic Prayer Community – started over 35 years ago 

2. How can we deepen our prayer Life?
· Pray
· Seek the guidance of a Spiritual Advisor (Priest, Deacon, Religious)
· Go on Retreat
· Attend a Bible Study
· Take Courses 
· Join a Choir or Music Ministry 
· Read The Evangelist
· Take a Pilgrimage
· Attend Diocesan functions such as  the Chrism Mass and Ordinations
· Joining in with other Faiths is O.K.

3.  Regarding the Preliminary Discussion of Coordination for Prayer and Worship Services/Activities, identify, list or rank the primary specific suggestions or ideas that were surfaced in this discussion.

With consideration to our LPG we will have 3 priests/7 Parishes, we discussed the following:
· Think of this LPG - Schenectady Community as a “whole” “One Parish Community” - Geography should not be an obstacle.

· Data will need to be collected and reviewed with regard to Mass attendance, Schedules, Facilities, Finance, Possibly Parishioner Survey, Transportation Issues (Bus Line Etc.), etc. – It was a general consensus that this and more information (data) was needed.

· Impact Study; with schedule changes/shared services – financial concern.
· Mass Schedules will need to be revised Weekend & Daily – giving consideration to “Specialty” Masses such as ethic(Polish, Spanish, Italian, etc.) Charismatic & Teen. 
· Funerals /Weddings/ Baptisms – be open to ideas – w/sensitivity to people who have been lifelong parishioners combining these services and sharing priests in deciding what facility (s) will be used.

· Rotate within our LPG - Penance Services, Prayer Services, Etc. – What buildings can be used?

· Split the City into Zones for Daily Mass  - Schedules possibly involving parishes outside our LPG but in our vicinity.
· Consideration will need to be made for staff  -  parishes that have staff if/when services are shared (combined).
· Make any transition as comfortable as possible.
· Continue actively promoting of Vocations - make it constant.
· Continue steadfast prayer – asking for guidance and wisdom to be able to say the “hard things” that will need to be said.

Sister Kitty Closed the Meeting with Pray adjourned @ 9:00PM
Respectfully Submitted;

Toni LaFond

Recorder for October Meeting

