
Town Meeting Minutes:  November 7, 2006
Attendance:  26 parishioners

Opening Prayer – Father Isopo 
Welcoming/Introduction – Father Isopo – Facilitator:  Angela Marczewski

Called to be Church is a two year process.  Tonight we are here to generate ideas – general to specific.  Our topic:  What is the mission of the Church.


Seven area churches are part of our planning process:  St. Luke’s, St. Paul’s, St. Adalbert’s, Mt. Carmel, Immaculate Conception, Sacred Heart/ St. Columba, St. Joseph’s  


These churches will gather on Wednesday, November 29th to review each of their minutes for the individual town meetings.
Before we can plan for the future…   we need to know where we are today. What is our mission in this city? In the world? 
How have you been called in the past to be of  service to the mission of the Church?

· Taught Catechism

· Participated in Choir, Martha’s Ministry, Rosary Society, Pastoral Council, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Hospitality/Greeters

· Prepare baskets of food/gifts at Christmas time

· Give to appeals

· Behind the scenes in the parish: typing, church bulletin, cleaning,  flowers, etc.

· Be present to others outside the Church – go into the community.

· Participate in Prayer Services, Ecumenical Groups

· Home and Hospital Visits

· Sponsors for RCIA, Baptism, & Confirmation

How has your ministry with others in the Church helped your faith community to grow?

· Prayer Group- support all who ask for prayers

· St. Vincent DePaul

· Food baskets – whole community shows Christian action

· Visiting the Sick … especially those unable to go to Church who would be unable to receive the Eucharist if we weren’t present.

· Eucharistic Ministers – humbling, helping the priest

· Parish Greeters – making new/longstanding parishioners feel welcome for celebration

· Lectors – proclaiming the Word to all … affirms lector’s faith as well

· Choir – share talent with congregation
· Renew small groups still stay together

· Devotions – people come here to say the Rosary prior to daily Mass

Because of the listed above items, the following effects occur:
· People feel welcome

· People are more apt to come back to Church

· People are able and comfortable to call us

· Personal witness – Living our faith … there is a reason why we do this… Christian witnesses

We need to encourage young people to participate as Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, etc.

What do you see as the most essential ministries of the Church today?

· Feeding the hungry – not only holidays, but everyday

· Visiting the Sick

· Maintaining facilities

· Bereavement Ministry

· Hospitality – Harvest Fest, Baptisms, etc.

· Parish Activities

· Faith Formation/RCIA

· Youth – well informed in Faith Formation

· Catechists having certifications and parish supporting them

· Providing clothing/furniture

· Prayer Groups

· Music Ministry 

· Eucharistic Celebration

How do you see ministry or service in the Church changing in the future?

· Shortage of clergy

· Lack of participation in the areas listed above

· Uniqueness of ministries will branch out

· We need to encourage the young to come forward … don’t wait for them to come forward… offer a personal invitation

· It is our faith (ownership) not “parish” faith

· People use to be able to walk to Church

· There is a difference in family values

· Culture change:  ie:  sports on Sunday, shopping on Sunday, etc.

· We will need to put more effort into baskets, food pantry and visitation ministry

· Go beyond “Church Boundaries” and Churches will be filled again

· As long as the Mission and Ministry of Jesus Christ is being fulfilled… it’s not as important to worry about the building in which we celebrate the Eucharist!

How does ordained and lay ministry complement each other? 

· Support and help each other

· We are all responsible to pray for the Church

· Ordained – empower and  inspire the laity who will then take the message out to the community … lead people back to the Church.  Some laity may receive calling to be ordained.
· Priests/Bishops – Sacramental participation/ Laity – administration/ education

· All are called to be witnesses and to build up the community of God

What is the Holy Spirit calling to the parishioners of the Diocese of Albany?

· To be faithful

· Try new things

· Share Cultural Values

· Look at ourselves and make decisions

· Trust and have faith … It will be different, yet we are different

· It will still fulfill the Mission and Ministry of Jesus Christ
