Called To Be Church

Local Planning Group Meeting

Purpose: Sacramental Life of the Church including Prayer/Worship
Held at St. Paul the Apostle

September 25, 2007

Parishes Represented

Immaculate Conception, Sacred Heart/St. Columba, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, St. Adalbert, St. Joseph, St. Paul the Apostle and St. Luke’s

Local Planning Group Guest Speaker:  David Rossi, Music Director @ OLMC,  Dave spoke to everyone about having a joint Advent Prayer Service the first Sunday of Advent. 

Suggests that choir directors and choir members from each parish interested in participating, call him by October 1, 2007.
e-mail David with interest:  drossi20@aol.com
“What are the elements of liturgy?”
· People come together in Church, pray together, and give glory to God.
· Liturgy has a lot of tradition, structure and format

· Varies on location … basically the same … certain elements that are available bring us together to participate in the celebration of Liturgy.
· Even in individual parishes, each mass can have a different flavor.
· Liturgy is ritual: Universal ritual, prayers, readings, responses, and action from celebrant should be universal… it connects us to the world.

· We don’t hear the same readings at every mass. Each week there is a different message and different reading.

· Eucharist, as we celebrate, is a celebration of public participation bringing together our community.
· To pray for our selves and for each other, as a community as a parish family and as a proclamation of God’s Word.

· Children are welcome.
· Length of liturgy:  45 min. to one hour

· Singing is encouraged but not mandatory.  Not everyone is comfortable singing.
· Place for liturgy: in a Church, altar table is the center of activity

· Why do you go to Church? It brings us closer to God and renews our belief in God.
· What do you do about those you don’t like?  Pray with them and for them

· How do I know going to church is important?  Hearing His word keeps us on the right path.  When you go to liturgy you see people who are there, put their actions into place during the week ie:  food pantry, helping others, etc.

· Exercise is important for our health; Liturgy is our spiritual exercise. It builds up spiritual muscles.  

· What we are doing in the Church, we should do in the outside world.

· When you feel cranky, don’t want to go, and go to church any way, and then feel better how does that make you feel? It is at the heart of who we are!  
Summary of elements of worship
· Person of Jesus, our Traditions, community gathering, rich tradition which has developed and modified over the years.. .Never strayed over the years… come together as sinners, every liturgy begins with how we messed up, but we are here!  

· Liturgy needs careful reverent attention. Doing this with Word, Song, sacred movement, communal action, our treasure

· Many other things come and go, but Liturgy is at the heart of who we are.

· Variety:  is ok, variation in music, readings, language, and community participation. Actual people vary depending on Mass time, pew location.  Congregation varies in size and mood.
· Very human experience in which in the middle of it God changes everything.
· It is our gift to offer our prayer to God.  We need God, liturgy reaffirms that we need God

What are expectations when we gather?  
· To be together, to be reminded of our feelings, we expect and deserve a celebrant who is a human person, with good and bad days, but do the best he can to help us in some way to be community.  Being part of this community is of value.

· If music is important, what do we need:  Singable Music, worship aids, text must mean something, rehearsals needed.  Singing is a deeply personal act. Should be upbeat.  Music can change the tone of the people there.  Liturgy is not entertainment. Music should not entertain; it should enter us into prayer.

Small Groups Discussion
· Congregation needs to become more involved, so they can fill in the gap when a priest is not available.
· Keep the bilingual part of churches alive.

· Needs to be one big location so more people are in the pews.  Each parish would host mass on a schedule so you don’t lose parish identity.  Less masses per parish.

· Short term – talent could be exchanged among parishes, readers, music, etc to expose other parishioners to what is going on in the other parishes.

· Not just the priests’ job, we are all called to be disciples to bring people into the church.  People in the pews need to learn that they need to bring others into the church by virtue of our baptism.

· Stop fixating on parish identity.  Has to be the Schenectady community as a whole to combine resources.  For example, not all churches need to have daily mass, especially because there will only be 3 priests.  Get a master schedule of all masses among the 7 churches so that we can see where the overlap is, and how we can pare down so that all people’s needs are filled.  Fewer masses with larger attendance.  With larger attendance, then more can be done with the resources they have.  Community identity, not a parish identity is needed.  

· Remove administrative duties from the pastor and hire someone to take over many of those responsibilities.  Have deanery act as a central agent for the distribution of funds.  Stop duplicating mass schedules.  

Next session we will be looking at prayer.  In the following months we will look at buildings, finances, mass schedules, staff, etc and come up with specific recommendations about the future.  We need to look back at all recommendations up to now and prioritize them.  
The question has come up as to where will we all get the necessary information on staffing, masses, congregation size, baptisms, weddings, ministries.  Sr. Kitty has agreed to find out when and where this information will come to us.  
Next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 30th at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.

The following meeting will be Tuesday, November 27th at Immaculate Conception.







